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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1-6. (canceled) 

7. (previously presented) A gas regulation system, comprising: 
a manifold; 

a plurality of control modules in fluid communication with the manifold, wherein 
each of the control modules comprises an abatable valve in fluid communication with 
an associated gas storage device, each of the actuatable valves having a known resistance 
in an actuated state, and a local control-processing unit in electrical communication with . 
a manifold controller; 

a resistance-based interlock defined by an electrical series of resistances of each of 
the actuatable valves, the interlock being active in response to one of the actuatable 
valves being in an actuated state, thereby defining a threshold resistance comprising the 
known resistance; 

a power source in electrical communication with each of the actuatable valves, the 
pow'er source having a power output insufficient to overcome the threshold resistance^ 
thereby preventing more than one of the actuatable valves from simultaneously having an 
actuated state; and 

each gas storage device comprising a unique identifier readable by the manifold 
controller. 

8-15. (canceled) 
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16. (previously presented) A process for operating a gas regulation system, 
wherein the gas regulation system comprises a manifold, a plurality of control modules in 
fluid communication with the manifold, a resistance-based interlock, and a power source 
in electrical communication with the plurality of control modules, wherein each of the 
control modules comprises an actuatable valve in fluid communication with an associated 
gas storage device, the actuatable valve having a known resistance in an actuated state, 
and a circuit comprising a switch in electrical communication with the actuatable valve 
and the power source, wherein the resistance-based interlock is defined by an electrical 
series of resistances of each of the actuatable valves, the interlock being active in 
response to one of the actuable valves being in an actuated state, thereby defining a 
threshold resistance comprising the known resistance, the process comprising: 

closing a selected one of the switches; and 

energizing the circuit defined by the closed switch to open the associated one of 
the actuatable valves, wherein energizing the circuit comprises supplying power to the 
circuit to enable actuation of the associated one of the actuatable valves, wherein the 
power is insufficient to overcome the threshold resistance and to actuate the associated 
one of the actuatable valves if more than one of the switches is closed, thereby preventing 
more than one of the actuatable valves from simultaneously having an actuated state. 

1 7. (original) The process of Claim 1 6, further comprising: 

opening a valve disposed between the manifold and the plurality of the control 
modules; and 

flowing a gas between the control modules and the manifold. 

1 8. (original) The process of Claim 16, further comprising: 

initiating a test upon startup of the gas regulation system, wherein the test 
comprises commanding each one of the switches to close to provide confirmation of a 
complete connection. 
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1 9. (original) The process of Claim 1 6, further comprising reducing a gas 
pressure flowing from the plurality of control modules to the manifold. 

20. (original) The process of Claim 16, further comprising reducing a gas 
pressure flowing from the gas storage device to the control module. 

21 . (original) The process of Claim 1 6, further comprising monitoring the power 
from a power source to the circuits and interrupting the power in the event of an 
actionable event. 

22. (original) The process of Claim 17, wherein the flowing a gas comprises 
flowing a gas from the manifold toward the control modules at a pressure of equal to or 
greater than about 2000 psi. 

23. (original) The process of Claim 17, wherein the flowing a gas comprises 
flowing a gas from the plurality of control modules toward the manifold at a pressure of 
equal to or less than about 200 psi. 

24. (original) The process of Claim 23, wherein the flowing a gas further 
comprises flowing a gas from one of the plurality of control modules. 

25. (previously presented) A gas regulation system, comprising: 
a power source; 

a manifold; 

a plurality of control modules, each of the control modules comprising: 
a processing unit responsive to an external control signal; and 
an actuatable valve responsive to the processing unit and the power source, 
and adapted for fluid communication between a gas storage device and the 
manifold, the actuatable valve having a known resistance in an actuated state; 
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a resistance-based interlock defined by an electrical series of resistances of each of 
the actuatable valves, the interlock being active in response to one of the actuatable 
valves being in an actuated state, thereby defining a threshold resistance comprising the 
known resistance; 

wherein the power source has a power output insufficient to overcome the 
threshold resistance, thereby preventing more than one of the actuatable valves from 
simultaneously having an actuated state; 

wherein only one of the actuatable valves opens to provide fluid communication 
between the gas storage device and the manifold in response to a signal from the 
processing unit and in the absence of another of the actuatable valves of a second control 
module of the plurality of control modules being open. 

26. (original) The control module of Claim 25, further comprising: 

a switch in signal communication with the processing unit and adapted to receive 
power from the power source; and 

an impedance device disposed between the switch and the actuatable valve; 

wherein the actuatable valve is responsive to the impedance device for switching 
between a closed and an open position; 

wherein the power from the power source is sufficient to drive no more than one 
impedance device to an actuatable state for opening the actuatable valve; and 

wherein the actuatable valve opens to provide fluid communication between the 
gas storage device and the manifold in response to the impedance device being driven to 
the actuatable state. 



Page 5 of 10 

PAGE 7/12 * RCVD AT 8/2/2007 11:32:53 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/4 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:8602860115 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-52 



0B/02/07 11:35136 



B60Z860115-> 



USPTO Cantor Col burn LLP Page 



App1n.No. 10/707,390 

Docket No. PES-D-02-038/PES-0183 

27. (original) The control module of Claim 26, further comprising: 

a first gas connector and a second gas connector, each gas connector in fluid 
communication with the actuatable valve, and each gas connector adapted for fluid 
communication with an adjacent control module; and 

a first electrical connector and a second electrical connector, each electrical 
connector in signal communication with the processing unit, and each electrical connector 
adapted for signal communication with the adjacent control module; 

wherein a plurality of control modules may be daisy chain connected via the gas 
connectors and the electrical connectors thereby providing a modular arrangement of 
control modules. 

28-3 1 . (canceled) 

32. (previously presented) The process of Claim 16, further comprising; 

. reading a unique identifier associated with each gas storage device for tracking 
operational information relating to each gas storage device. 

33. (canceled) 
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